Introduction to Ethnographic Fieldwork Anthropology 111A 
(3 credits) Fall 2004

Thursday 6:00 -8:50pm (S 143)
James Mullooly, PhD

Department of Anthropology

Office: Peters 251

Telephone: 278-7574


e-mail: jmullooly@csufresno.edu

Office Hours: 
Tue. 11:00-12:15

         

Thur. 2:00-5:45 and by appointment

I.  Description and Goal

This course is an introduction to ethnographic fieldwork, the main method of research in cultural anthropology.  Fieldwork is fundamentally a hands-on activity.  We will read about fieldwork, but we’ll also learn about fieldwork by doing it.  The course consists of a series of short field research assignments, and at the end of this course, you should have all the skills you need to plan and execute a short field research project.  This course is a requirement for all Anthropology majors.  This course is now a Web-enhanced course through the use of Blackboard and my web site.  Go to: 

http://blackboard.csufresno.edu/index.html to get started on the Blackboard component of this course.  My syllabus is also on my web site: http://www.csufresno.edu/Anthropology/Faculty/Mullooly

along with any on-line articles you are to read.  Finally, I want to thank Dr. Henry Delcore for allowing me to use the overall design of this course that he developed.

II.  Structure of the Course

There are two basic texts for the course:  A field ethnography case book by Kutsche that will help guide you through a series of short research assignments, and a “step by step” guide to ethnography by Fetterman.  We will also read Dancing Skeletons, a biological anthropologist’s account of fieldwork experience in Mali (West Africa).  Additional articles to supplement the texts will be placed on reserve (R) for you.  

Class periods will be either lecture or class discussion.  In this course, however, a good deal of learning will take place outside the class room, as you pursue your field projects.  We’ll have plenty of chances to discuss your experiences in class.

III.  Course Requirements and Grades

1.  Three short (4-5 pages) papers and one long (8-10 page) paper based on the assignments in Kutsche.

2.  One midterm and a final exam.

3.  Attendance at lecture is mandatory and participation in discussions is important.  Attendance and participation in class discussions will be considered in the final grade.

Grade breakdown:

Total points in course:  1000

Map of a Block paper:  100 points (Due 10/7)
Private Language paper: 100 points (Due 10/21)
Body Language paper: 100 points (Due 11/11)
Ritual paper: 200 points (Due 12/2)
Attendance and Participation:  100 points

Midterm:  200 points (Distribute 10/21, Due 10/28)
Final:  200 points (Final Exam period, 12/16, 5:45-7:45pm)

Final Grades:

90-100%:  A

80-89%:  B

70-79%:  C

60-69%:  D

59 and below:  F

IV.  Assigned Texts

Paul Kutsche, Field Ethnography:  A Guide for Doing Cultural Anthropology, Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1998.

David M. Fetterman, Ethnography, Step By Step.  2nd edition.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage, 1998.

Katherine A. Dettwyler, Dancing Skeletons:  Life and Death in West Africa, Prospect Heights, IL:  Waveland, 1994.

Reserve Readings will be listed in the course description as (R).
On-line sources will be listed as (O).
V.  Other Information

1.  Students with disabilities:  The Department of Anthropology cooperates with the Services for Students with Disabilities (278-2811) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students (cf. Americans with Disabilities Act and Section of 504, Rehabilitation Act).  Please identify yourself to me, and present a written request for accommodation as soon as possible.

2. There will be no extended deadlines for other assignments, except in extreme cases (serious illness, death of immediate family member, etc.).  You must contact me before the test/due date to discuss your situation.  Late assignments will drop one full letter grade for every week late (starting the day the assignment is due).

3.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were away.

4.  Recording lectures:  It is okay to tape record lectures for personal use, but as a courtesy, let me know beforehand if you plan to do so.  However, my lectures for this course are original productions, to which I retain the copyright.  Transcription and sale for the purpose of profit is strictly prohibited.  Reproduction for personal use and sharing for non-profit use is authorized.

5.  Cheating and plagiarism:  Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so.  Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations.  However, it is the intent of this definition that the term “cheating” not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material as one's own work.  In written work, any ideas that are not your own must be cited as to source.  Any wording that is the same as that used in the source material must be enclosed by quotes and cited.  The responsibility to cite all sources used includes both printed and Internet materials.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university.  For more information on the University’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Schedule of Courses (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog.

6. This syllabus is a tentative schedule and set of requirements.  It is subject to change.  I will inform you if there are any changes.  
7.  You will need an email account.  If you don’t have one, you can sign up for your free email account as a Fresno State student.  I will use email to communicate some course information to you.

8.  Classroom etiquette:  The class room is a place marked by free and open exchange of ideas and opinions, together with respect among everyone present.  In the course of lecture and discussion, some controversial ideas and opinions may be presented.  This is a normal and healthy part of a university education, provided we all maintain respect for those around us.  Failure to follow this guidelines will result is discipline or removal from class.  Some more specific requirements for class room etiquette are:

a.  No talking while anyone else is talking.  I will moderate discussions and identify the speaker.

b.  Turn off all music devices, cell phones, and beepers during class.

c.  No eating in class, but drinking is okay.

d.  No behavior or speech that creates a threatening or disrespectful atmosphere will be tolerated.  No personal attacks or insults against anyone in the class.
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Semester Schedule
DUE DATES

Map of a Block paper:  100 points (Due 10/7)
Private Language paper: 100 points (Due 10/21)

Body Language paper: 100 points (Due 11/11)
Ritual paper: 200 points (Due 12/2)

Attendance and Participation:  100 points

Midterm:  200 points (Distribute 10/21, Due 10/28)

Final:  200 points (Final Exam period, 12/16, 5:45-7:45pm)

Week 1: 8/26

Introduction / Review of Anthropological Concepts

Activity: Informal Interview of your neighbor.

Activity: What is Ethnography?
Week 2: 9/2

Theory, Method and Fieldwork Basics 

Reading: Fetterman, Chapter 1-2
Activity: Find your Theory (LeCompte and Preissle handout)
Ethics

Reading: Fetterman, Chapter 7

(On line) Reading: American Anthropological Association

1998 Code of Ethics of the American Anthropological Association [Online].

Available at http://www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/ethcode.htm.

Activity: Ethics Cases from (AAA)

Week 3: 9/9

Considering a Research Design: Ethnographic Research Strategies

(Reserve) Reading: LeCompte and Preissle, Chapters 1 and 2

Activity: Report on your “theoretical leanings” (based on LeCompte and Preissle handout)
First Field Assignment:  Map of a Block / Descriptive Observations

Reading: Kutsche, Introduction

Reading: Kutsche, Map of a Block (divide up the student readings for mini-presentations)
Week 4: 9/16

Methods: Participant Observation and Interviewing
Reading: Fetterman, Chapter 3 (pp 31-37)

(On line) Reading: Geertz, C. (1973). "Thick Description," The Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books, p. 3-30.

Reading: Dettwyler, Chapters 1-3

Film about Mali: “Timbuktoubab”
Week 5: 9/23

Second Field Assignment:  Private Language 

Reading: Kutsche, Private Language (27-30)
(30-37) (divide up the student readings for mini-presentations)
Week 7: 10/7 

Third Field Assignment:  Body Language
Reading: Kutsche on Body Language (38-47)
Film:  “The Language of the Body”
Reading: Dettwyler, Chapters 4-7
Reading: Fetterman, Chapter 4 (63-84)

****DUE: “Map of a Block” paper due

Suggested Reading: (Handout) Crane and Angrosino 1992 “Proximics” (23-29)

Week 8: 10/14
Reading: Dettwyler, Chapters 8-11
On line Reading: Blum, Methodology a la cubana: Unpacking lo spiritual (1-37)
Week 9: 10/21 Epistemology and Interviewing 
Reading: (Handout) Spradley, Interviewing an Informant

On line: (L. Spindler) The Expressive Autobiographic Interview (E.A.I.)
On Line Reading Becker, The Epistemology of Qualitative Research

Distribute Take Home Midterm Exam (due in one week)
Suggested:

Reading: Malinowski, The Subject, Method and Scope of this Inquiry

DUE: Private Language paper 
Week 10: 10/28
Fourth Field Assignment:  Ritual (and Epistemology continued)
Reading: Kutsche on Ritual (48-84)
Reading: Dettwyler, Chapters 12-14
On line Reading: Peshkin In Search of Subjectivity (285-301)

Week 11: 11/4
Analyzing Data and Surveys and Questionnaires

Reading: Fetterman, Chapter 5
Reading (Handout):  Bernard, Questionnaires and Survey Research

Activity:  Constructing a survey

Week 12: 11/11

Qualitative Data Analysis Technologies

***Meet at the social science computer lab (SS 202)

Online Reading: (Fetterman article) Web Surveys to Digital Movies: Technological Tools of the Trade

Activity: N6 and Web Surveys
DUE Body Language paper: 100 points
Week 13: 11/18  No class AAA in San Francisco
Week 14: 11/25

Ethnographic Writing

Reading: Fetterman, Chapter 6

Reading: Kutsche, The Big Ethnography (pp 95-102)

Week 15: 12/2 LAST DAY

Reading: TBA
****DUE: “Ritual” paper

Final exam handed out

Final Exam period:  December 16, 5:45-7:45pm

Finals due in class
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