Intermediate Ethnographic Fieldwork (Spring 2007)
Anthropology 111B (3 credits)

Wed. 6:00-9:00pm

“Dans les champs de l'observation le hasard ne favorise que les esprits préparés.”
Louis Pasteur (1822 –1895)

James Mullooly PhD
Department of Anthropology

Office: Peters 251

Telephone: 278-7574


e-mail: jmullooly@csufresno.edu

Office Hours: Mon. 1:50-2:50; Tue. 11:30-12:30; 1:45-2:45; Wed. 1:50-2:50; Thur. 1:45-2:15 and by appointment.

I.  Description and Goal

This course involves the use of specific ethnographic research methods to answer real world research questions.  Students will work in teams to address research questions developed by the students together with a community organization.

II.  Structure of the Course

The core of this course is a semester length field research project.  Success at the project assumes proficiency in the methods learned in Anth 111A, which is a prerequisite for this course.  If you feel you need to review those methods, refer to my Anth 111A syllabus; a supplementary reading list will also be provided.  Assigned readings in this course will revolve around more theoretical issues concerning the nature of fieldwork and ethnographic writing.

Class periods will consist of both lecture and class discussion.


III. Assigned Texts

1. Field Projects in Anthropology: A Student Handbook (Crane & Angrosino).

2. Asking and Listening: Ethnography as Personal Adaptation (Bohannan & van der Elst).

Remind to order 3. Reflections on Fieldwork in Morocco (Rabinow).
IV. Course Requirements and Grades (these assignment may be modified based out our needs in the field).
1. Brief (100 words per assignment) reflections on the Rabinow readings.  These should be placed on the “Rabinow discussion forum” in Blackboard at least one day before the class in which those chapters will be discussed.
2. Brief (50 words per assignment) reflections on the Bohannan & van der Elst readings.  These should be placed on the “Bohannan & van der Elst discussion forum” in Blackboard at least one day before the class in which those chapters will be discussed.

3.  Three short “Fruits from the Field” assignments (A. Project Proposal, B. Fieldnotes Sample, C. Brief Writings).

4. Fieldwork update/Analytic Challenge (1 in-class presentations where the presenter shares an analytic problem with the class).  Use your Fieldnotes Sample or some other problem you are encountering in the field as an opportunity for all of us to assist you in your analysis. 
5. Discussion Leadership. Take leadership in discussing the readings for that night.  Develop questions/comments for discussion based on the readings.

6. Fieldwork report (15 pages) plus fieldnotes.

7. Attendance at lecture is mandatory and participation in discussions is important.  Attendance and participation in class discussions will be considered in the final grade.

8. Fieldwork :A minimum of 40 hours in the field will be expected.  Aim for four hours per week at your field site.  Signed time sheets will be expected with your final project write up.

9. Crane & Angrosino projects 5 (participant observation), 10 (semantic analysis), 11 (survey) will ideally become part of your final report.
10. Final Presentations of your Report. Prepare a formal presentation of your findings.
Fruits from the Field Assignments (Thanks to Prof. Shane Moreman for these ideas)

A. Project Proposal
This proposal will describe the research project you have elected to conduct over the course of the semester.  The proposal will:

• Detail your selected research project, population, or site.

• Explain your probable program of research (participant observation, interviews, schedule, etc).

• Be shared with and receive feedback from your research team and the instructor (and potentially) the subjects.
• Complete IRB process
B. Fieldnotes Sample 

You will bring to class a sampling (4-5 pages) from an early set of fieldnotes to share with your research team. In making your selection, look for writing in which you integrate your observations in the field with what you are reading about ethnography and your topic area to make an interpretation, analysis, and /or critique. In other words, select a portion in which you are connecting your fieldwork with larger thoughts, issues, contexts, rather than a section in which you are engaging in strict description. Include this with you analytic challenge if you like.
C. Brief Writings 

Once over the course of the semester, you will be asked to share a brief piece of your own work (4-5 pages) with your colleagues. On the evenings you present, please bring copies of your work to distribute to your reading/writing group for their comments and questions. Like your fieldnotes sample, these writings should seek to integrate your fieldwork in an interpretation/analysis/critique. You are also encouraged to experiment with various means/modes/styles of representation that might assist you in accomplishing your writing objectives.

V. Grade breakdown:  Total points in course:  1000

Course grades will be based on the sum total of 1000 points earned during the semester divided by ten and not on the basis of averaging letter grades for individual assignments.  Grades will be earned as follows:
Rabinow Reflections: 100
Bohannan & van der Elst Reflections: 100 
Fruits from the Field: 200
Fieldwork update/Analytic Challenge: 100 
Discussion Leadership: 100
Fieldwork report (includes Fieldwork and C&A projects): 300
Attendance, participation and final presentation: 100

Final Grades: 90-100%=A; 80-89%=B; 70-79%=C; 60-69%=D; 59 and below=F
VI.  Other Information

1.  Students with disabilities:  The Department of Anthropology cooperates with the Services for Students with Disabilities (278-2811) to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students (cf. Americans with Disabilities Act and Section of 504, Rehabilitation Act).  Please identify yourself to me, and present a written request for accommodation as soon as possible.

2. There will be no extended deadlines for other assignments, except in extreme cases (serious illness, death of immediate family member, etc.).  You must contact me before the test/due date to discuss your situation.  Late assignments will drop one full letter grade for every week late (starting the day the assignment is due).

3.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were away.

4.  Recording lectures:  It is okay to tape record lectures for personal use, but as a courtesy, let me know beforehand if you plan to do so.  However, my lectures for this course are original productions, to which I retain the copyright.  Transcription and sale for the purpose of profit is strictly prohibited.  Reproduction for personal use and sharing for non-profit use is authorized.

5.  Cheating and plagiarism:  Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so.  Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations.  However, it is the intent of this definition that the term “cheating” not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material as one's own work.  In written work, any ideas that are not your own must be cited as to source.  Any wording that is the same as that used in the source material must be enclosed by quotes and cited.  The responsibility to cite all sources used includes both printed and Internet materials.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university.  For more information on the University’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Schedule of Courses (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog.

6. This syllabus is a tentative schedule and set of requirements.  It is subject to change.  I will inform you if there are any changes.  

7.  You will need an email account.  If you don’t have one, you can sign up for your free email account as a Fresno State student.  I will use email to communicate some course information to you.

8.  Classroom etiquette:  The class room is a place marked by free and open exchange of ideas and opinions, together with respect among everyone present.  In the course of lecture and discussion, some controversial ideas and opinions may be presented.  This is a normal and healthy part of a university education, provided we all maintain respect for those around us.  Failure to follow this guidelines will result is discipline or removal from class.  
Schedule for Intermediate Ethnographic Fieldwork (Spring 2007)
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The following is a tentative course schedule with topics for lectures and discussions and weekly reading assignments. The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus.

	Date
	week
	Discussants
	Readings
	Due Date*

	1/17
	1
	Introduction
	Kutche, Final chapter
	

	1/24
	2
	Allen & Cairns
	Crane & Angrosino, pages 1-22

Bohannan & van der Elst Chapters 1-3
	Activity: Team Meetings – Where are you at in the field presentations.

	2/7
	4
	Engle & Spruance


	Rabinow, Introduction and Chapters 1-2
Crane & Angrosino, project 

4 (interviewing) and 5 (participant observation)
Bohannan & van der Elst Chaptrers 4-6
	DUE: Project Proposal

	2/21
	6
	Grillo & Mattos
	Rabinow, Chapters 3-4
Crane & Angrosino, project 6 (life histories), 7 (personal documentation) and 11 (survey)
Bohannan & van der Elst Chapters 7-9
	DUE: 5 (participant observation)

DUE: Fieldnotes Sample

	3/7 
	8
	Morgan AnthroDay guest??
	Rabinow, Chapters 5-6
Crane & Angrosino, project 8 (artifactual history), 9 (analyzing folk content) and 10 (semantic analysis). 
Bohannan & van der Elst Ch. 10-12
	DUE: 11 (survey). We will evaluate everyone’s surveys as a class.

	3/21
	10
	Jones & Trayler
	Rabinow, Chapters 7 and Conclusion
Crane & Angrosino, project 12 (formal organizations), 14 (community study)

Bohannan & van der Elst Ch. 13-16
	DUE: 10 (semantic analysis)

	4/11
	13
	Nitzel & Soto
	Crane & Angrosino, project 13, 
Bohannan & van der Elst Ch. 17-19
	DUE: Brief Writings


	4/24
	15
	Rivas & Teamo
	Crane & Angrosino, project 1 and 2
Bohannan & van der Elst Ch. 20-23
	

	5/9
	17
	Vue & Vue
	Crane & Angrosino, project 3
Bohannan & van der Elst Ch. 24-26
	

	5/16

8pm
	18
	
	Exam Time: Wednesday, 
May 16, 8:00P-10:00P
	Presentations

DUE: Final Report including Crane & Angrosino projects.


*Reading reflections due on discussion board BEFORE class.
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