
Fresno State is a visionary university. Always has been — from its birth in 1911 with 150 students to 
its 1950 groundbreaking at a new campus location on Cedar and Shaw avenues. Fresno State was 
outgrowing its space across town — on land that is now Fresno City College — and the school’s 
leaders had the foresight to facilitate a move to the University’s present location.

Cedar and Shaw marked the middle of nowhere back then — surrounded by fields and not much 
else. But ground was broken, seeds were planted and from the fertile soil sprouted the beginnings of 
a University that stands today as one of the torch-bearers in the California State University system, 
with more than 23,000 students on a 388-acre main campus and a 1,011-acre University farm.

And the growth is only ramping up. Today, land once used for a feed mill on the northeast 
part of campus will soon morph into an interdisciplinary research center unlike any other in the  
CSU system.

A few hundred yards southeast of that, construction is wrapping up on a retail phase of  
Campus Pointe, the largest mixed-use, public-private partnership ever in the CSU system.

On the west end of campus, near the North Gym, construction is underway on a new multi-
purpose facility that will consolidate physical therapy lab space and offices under one roof and 
provide new space for sports administration and coaches.

“If we’re not moving forward, we’re falling behind.  
And falling behind is not an option,” says Fresno State 
President Joseph I. Castro. “Fresno State is boldly 
approaching the future with a laser-focus on student 
success and providing innovative, nationally recognized 
academic and athletic programs.”

by Eddie Hughes

The Changing  
Face of Campus

MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS TO BRING  
NEW DYNAMIC TO CAMPUS LIFE AND RESEARCH

8



9

JORDAN RESEARCH CENTER

As the flagship University in the top agricultural region in the world, Fresno State is  
a fitting home for a research center to investigate agriculture, food and natural resources. 
The Jordan Research Center is the cornerstone of the vision created by the Jordan 
family’s $29.4 million gift in 2009 to Ag One to benefit agriculture education at Fresno 
State. It remains the largest single cash gift in the history of the 23-campus CSU system.

Fresno State broke ground in June on the 30,000-square-foot Jordan Research 
Center, designed to foster collaborative agricultural research among students, faculty  
and industry.

Beebe, who is planning a career in vineyard management in 
the Valley, recently researched different organic weed control 
methods in vineyard production systems. He says with the 
hundreds of samples processed throughout the year in a project 
like that, dedicated research space and tools are essential.

Dr. Susan Elrod, dean of Fresno State’s College of Science 
and Mathematics, says research is central to her college’s 
mission and will provide students with opportunities that are 
important to their education as well as to their ability to get jobs.  
She points to air pollution as one area Fresno State students 
can contribute.
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“My late husband Bud, as well as brother-in-law Lowell, would be so very pleased to 
see not only the family legacy tied to Fresno State agriculture but to know that the future 
of agriculture will be well served by the work to be done in the research center,” says 
Dee Jordan (above), who celebrated with campus officials during the groundbreaking.

Located at the southeast corner of Barstow and Woodrow avenues and scheduled 
to open in late 2015, the $24 million project will connect in one location researchers 
from the Jordan College of Agricultural Sciences and Technology, the Lyles College of 
Engineering and the College of Science and Mathematics.

“The synergistic interaction of a wide range of students and faculty working side by side  
in the Jordan Research Center will lead to opportunities to partner and solve complex  
research problems.”

Boyer says the center will be continuously available to students, many of whom currently 
work in research spaces that have become inadequate due to a growing student 
population. The center will feature flexible research space, wet and dry laboratories and 
interaction areas for collaboration.

That’s good news for Yesenia Thompson, a Fresno State biology graduate student who 
is researching the health of Hispanic farmworkers in the San Joaquin Valley. 

“We have a large group of graduate and undergraduate students…” Thompson says. 
“It will be nice to conduct our collaborative research at the Jordan Research Center  
with new instruments. Research at Fresno State is great, but it can be better given the 
right tools.”

Andrew Beebe (right), a viticulture and enology graduate student, is excited for the 
future generations of students who will benefit from the Jordan Research Center.

“This project will bring researchers around campus much closer together, especially 
graduate students,” Beebe says. “I have found that most of my growth as a graduate 
student has been through interaction with other students.”

Continued

“Fresno State agriculture has local impact with  
 global reach, and we continue to make significant   
 contributions to enhance production agriculture,  
 food systems and natural resources,” says 
 Dr. Charles Boyer, dean of the Jordan College.

“You can gain quite a bit of  
 knowledge in the classroom but  
 the most important thing is to be  
 able to apply that knowledge in  
 a real-world setting,” Beebe says.  
“Getting involved in research is a 
 great way to apply your knowledge.”
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“Science is a collaborative endeavor, and this building will facilitate 
that,” Elrod says. “It will enhance Fresno State’s ability to help 
farmers, ranchers and companies in the food industry advance their 
efforts with research-based solutions.”

Dr. Ram Nunna, dean of the Lyles College, agrees. “For the first 
time, there will be a research center at Fresno State dedicated to 
addressing innovation in agriculture and related areas,” Nunna says. 

“Our students and faculty will be collaborating with others in critical  
areas such as water quality, precision agriculture, robotics, modeling  
and scientific visualization.”

Dr. Elena Aguaron is a post-doctoral researcher working on pistachio 
and almond crop improvement and ecological impact. Her research 
combines plant, soil, water and atmospheric sciences. “Uniting 
interdisciplinary academic resources and collaborating with industry 
will make Fresno State more competitive in research and open up 
new career possibilities for our graduates,” she says.

The importance of the agricultural industry in California is staggering. 
Agriculture production and processing account for nearly 35 percent 
of jobs in the San Joaquin Valley and 31 percent of labor income.

With more than 7,500 undergraduates studying agriculture, 
engineering, science and mathematics and more than 1,300 degrees 
awarded annually, Fresno State is Central California’s largest educator 
of students in these disciplines.

“Finding better ways to live and survive  
 has always been our innate instinct,  
 and research is the way to find better  
 alternatives,” Thompson says.  
“One thing for certain is that the  
 enormous contribution by the Jordan  
 family is a huge step for a better future  
 in our Central Valley agriculture.”

JORDAN RESEARCH CENTER
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With dozens of Fresno State basketball and volleyball games, major 
concerts and other events at the Save Mart Center each year, Campus 
Pointe is sure to get a lot of pre- and post-event business.

The annual ground lease revenue generated by the project will support 
retirement of the Save Mart Center bonds and provide financial support to 
the University Agriculture Laboratory. Future phases of the development 
include office buildings, a hotel and a senior housing project.

“This is a wonderful addition to our campus and an excellent example of 
how public-private partnerships can benefit the entire community,” Castro 
says. “Campus Pointe will have a positive economic impact for Fresno and 
Clovis and will be a catalyst for additional investment and retail growth in the 
immediate surrounding area.”

“Campus Pointe will have a  
 positive economic impact for  
 Fresno and Clovis and will be  
 a catalyst for additional investment  
 and retail growth in the immediate  
 surrounding area.”

Continued

CAMPUS POINTE

While the Jordan Research Center will enhance Fresno State’s academic 
prowess, the mixed-use development at Campus Pointe will boost student 
entertainment options, campus living and employment or internship 
opportunities for students studying business, hospitality, tourism, marketing 
and gerontology.

Located near the Save Mart Center on Chestnut and Shaw avenues, 
Campus Pointe is a 45-acre public-private partnership between the 
California State University, Fresno Association, Inc., a recognized CSU 
auxiliary organization, and Kashian Enterprises, the master developer of the 
project. When fully built out, Campus Pointe will fill nearly 1 million square 
feet of space.

More than 1,000 tenants are already living at Campus Pointe in the 
Palmilla and Palazzo apartment complexes completed in 2009 and 2010, 
respectively.

The first phase of retail development is now underway with The Square at 
Campus Pointe, slated for completion in spring 2015. The first 12 tenants 
were announced in February, highlighted by 2,700-seat Heritage Theatre. 
Beach Hut Deli, Bella Nails, Cold Stone Creamery, Tofas Mediterranean 
Grill, Mad Duck, Pieology, Screen Works, Tapioca Express, Wahoo’s Fish 
Tacos, Wok It Out and Yogurtland will complement the mix of businesses.

“I’m incredibly jealous this wasn’t open while I was attending school,” says 
Hannah Cortez, a child development major who graduated in May. “I would 
have loved having a movie theater and shopping center within walking 
distance.”

Cortez lived in the Delta Zeta sorority house just across the street from 
Bulldog Stadium. “One thing I love about Fresno State is how involved the 
community is. From football games to buying corn at the Gibson Farm 
Market, people from the community really rally around this campus. Campus 
Pointe is only going to enhance community involvement and provide a fun 
spot for students to hang out.”

Campus Pointe was designed for student convenience and to provide 
services not currently available within walking distance, says Deborah 
Adishian-Astone, Fresno State’s associate vice president for auxiliary 
operations. “It is being designed with walkways and bike paths that will 
connect the main campus,” she says. 

President Joseph I. Castro
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PHYSICAL THERAPY AND INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETICS BUILDING

Since taking office as Fresno State president just over a year ago, Castro has shared 
his vision for academics and athletics to boldly rise together. In a move to help 
accommodate growth of the College of Health and Human Services and provide 
dedicated space for sports administration, Fresno State broke ground in May on the 
two-story, 22,400-square-foot Physical Therapy and Intercollegiate Athletics Building.

The building will be located near Barstow Avenue and Campus Drive between the 
Aquatics Center and the North Gym Annex. The first floor of the facility will allow 
physical therapy lab space and offices to be consolidated under one roof. The 
department has been scattered across three different buildings since its doctoral 
degree program was approved in 2012.

A doctorate degree will be required to become a licensed physical therapist in the 
United State as of 2015, and Fresno State is positioned well as one of just three 
universities in California to offer the degree.

“Consolidating the Physical Therapy Department’s administrative and faculty offices 
will provide convenient access to the research and teaching laboratories and, more 
importantly, it will provide improved communication and collaboration between 
faculty and the students they serve,” says Dr. Jody Hironaka-Juteau, interim dean of 
the College of Health and Human Services.

Hironaka-Juteau says the new facility also frees up office space in McLane Hall for the 
college’s School of Nursing.

The second floor will be dedicated to athletics, housing coaches’ offices for men’s 
and women’s basketball, softball and volleyball, as well as a large team meeting room 
and a self-instruction computer lab for student-athletes. The facility is scheduled for 
completion in summer 2015.

— Eddie Hughes is senior editor/writer for FresnoState Magazine and  
     University Communications.

“This new facility points to an improved  
 collaborative environment for academic and  
 athletic facility users,” Castro says. 
“We’ll have doctoral students working with  
 faculty on high-level research and athletics  
 personnel working on winning Mountain  
 West championships in the same building.”

Above: Dr. Bob Martin and students  
are eager to have physical therapy  
students, faculty and lab space  
under one roof.

Right: Physical Therapy and  
Intercollegiate Athletics Building  
rendering.

Below: Officials break ground on the  
Physical Therapy and Intercollegiate  
Athletics Building.
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