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Future of San Joaquin Valley Explored in Four-Part Public Television Series

In the next 40 years, the San Joaquin Valley is expected to more than double in size from 3.3 to seven million residents. Are we prepared for such exponential growth?  
Two public television stations serving the San Joaquin Valley examine the issues in four half-hour programs that address the key challenges affecting the economic vitality of the region.  Topics include economic and workforce development, health & human services, air quality and the San Joaquin Valley Blueprint Project, which covers land use, water, resources and transportation issues.
The series documents the work of the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley, established by Governor Schwarzenegger and including representatives from eight counties from Kern to San Joaquin. The series is produced by Valley Public Television/KVPT in Fresno in cooperation with KVIE in Sacramento and will complement regional planning efforts now underway.  
The first episode debuts on KVPT on Thursday, February 22 at 7 p.m. and will be followed by a 30-minute roundtable discussion hosted by Neil Koenig, Ph.D., a Fresno-based family business and management consultant. Viewers will have the opportunity to call KVPT and submit questions to the panel.
"These are critical issues that affect the future of our cities and our citizens," said Paula Castadio, KVPT chief executive officer. "Our hope is that this series will not only heighten awareness of the issues at hand, but serve to stimulate further involvement by Valley residents as solutions are explored." 

Series Schedule on KVPT

February 22

7:00 p.m. 
The San Joaquin Valley: The Future at Work

7:30 p.m. 
Panel discussion

· Russ Minnick, deputy editorial page editor, The Fresno Bee

· Tim Stearns, Lyles Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

· Ken Newby, Deloitte & Touche

MORE

March 1

7:00 p.m. 
The San Joaquin Valley: Health & Human Services
7:30 p.m.
Panel discussion

· Gail Marshall, associate editor, The Fresno Bee

· Laurie Primavera, associate director, Central Valley Health Policy Institute

· Scott Pettygrove, deputy director, Merced County Health & Human Services Agency
March 8th

7:00 p.m. 
The San Joaquin Valley: The Air Quality Outlook

7:30 p.m.
Panel discussion

· Kerry Drake, EPA deputy director Region 9

· Steve Worthley, board chair, Air Pollution Control District (Tulare)

· Peter E. Weber, chairman & ceo, Amron International 
March 15

7:00 p.m. 
The San Joaquin Valley: Our Growing Concerns

7:30 p.m. 
Panel discussion

· Bill McEwen, metro columnist, The Fresno Bee 

· Carol Whiteside, Great Valley Center

· Robert Wood, Generation Homes

The producer and writer for the San Joaquin Valley series is Andrea Bressel.  She is in her fourth season producing KVPT’s award-winning parenting program 0 to 5 in 30 Minutes!  In addition, Andrea serves as Production/Continuity Director at Valley Public Television where she manages and produces many of the station’s local programs.  

The series is underwritten by The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, eight San Joaquin Valley Councils of Government, the Grupe Company and the Union Pacific Foundation.

Background On Regional Planning Efforts

The fertile San Joaquin Valley boasts the richest agricultural economy on Earth, yet bears the burden of rampant unemployment, low education levels and pervasive poverty, primarily among the region's rural population.

In an effort to increase the quality of life for valley residents, leaders from eight Valley counties formed the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley to work with the governor’s office and state cabinet members. The goals of the partnership include creating an entrepreneurial business climate in the valley, including greater access to capital; raising high school graduation rates and the number of advanced college degrees; identifying industries with growth potential to champion them for regional projects to increase the valley’s competitiveness; and maximizing the impact of public resources on the region’s economy while accelerating the growth of the “renewable” energy industry.

These economic development efforts are complemented by a Blueprint project. Each county in the San Joaquin Valley is using special software and GIS mapping of business centers, housing, public transit, highways and roads, and open space in the hopes that counties will set aside parks and open space for civic amenities; build community consensus on new housing locations; and determine how to connect workers with work places. The individual county plans will be interpolated by the Great Valley Center to create a blueprint for the entire San Joaquin Valley.
###
About Valley Public Television: Valley Public Television delivers information through broadcast programming and related services to enhance and promote life-long learning. Valley Public Television is one of 14 California stations that are members of PBS. KVPT's broadcast signal reaches from Kern County's Tehachapi Mountains to Atwater in Merced County. KVPT's digital multicast includes KVPT-DT channel 18.1; KVPT-HD channel 18.2; V-me channel 18.3. 
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