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    Course Outline 
Course Title:
Serving At-Risk Youth (3 units) 
Course Description:

Examination of the factors and forces that place youth at risk.  Review of service models and styles that affect outcomes for at-risk youth with emphasis on agencies that have developed successful program approaches. 
Course Purpose and Objectives: 
This course is designed to expand student awareness regarding at-risk youth and the agencies that serve them.  Emphasis is placed on investigating and discovering those services and programs that have been successful in meeting the needs of this population. 
 Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1.     Discuss the various types of situations and conditions that could classify an individual as being at risk. 
2.     Describe the characteristics of categories of being at risk and identify the factors that contribute to each category. 
3.     Describe the interrelatedness of family, locale, economic status, educational attainment of parents, and environment related to at-risk youth. 
4.     Describe those situations where condition related services may be offered by several agencies or a single agency. 
5.     Identify clustered service settings and describe how they can be efficient and effective in serving youth. 
6.     Relate how other community based programs and schools serve at risk youth. 
7.     Demonstrate comprehension of materials and resources available to serve at-risk youth. 
8.     Describe how diversity and gender issues affect youth and their status of being at risk. 
9.     Understand the psychological, sociological, and physiological significance of play, recreation, and leisure from an historical perspective as they relate to at-risk youth. 
10. Understand contemporary professional issues and how they impact the delivery of leisure services for at-risk youth. 
11. Understand ethical principles and professionalism as applied to all professional practices, attitudes and behaviors in delivery of services to at-risk youth. 
12. Demonstrate knowledge of the responsibility of the leisure services profession to make available opportunities for leisure experiences for the at-risk youth population. 
13. Demonstrate knowledge of the role and content of leisure programs and services for at-risk youth. 
14. Demonstrate understanding of various leadership techniques and strategies to enhance leisure experiences for at-risk youth. 
 Course Guidelines: 
1.     Learning is best achieved through active class participation.  Due to the once a week scheduling of this class, attendance is required. Students are allowed one absence without penalty, subsequent absences will reduce the student’s participation grade by 10%. Prompt arrival, preparation and active participation are also expected and will be reflected in the participation grade. 
2.     The presentation of assignments is an important measure of professional skills; grammar, composition, typed presentation, and adherence to assigned criteria is a basic class expectation.  Any work submitted that does not meet this criteria will not be accepted. Papers will be returned to the student for resubmission. In this case, a ‘c’ is the highest grade that can be achieved. 
3.     Plagiarism or cheating on any assignment or exam will result in automatic failure of that assignment.  Further action may be taken in accordance with university policy.  Students are instructed to refer to the policies and regulations section of their catalog. 
4.     It is expected that work submitted in this class will be original, i.e. not used for the completion of an assignment for another class, either this semester or in previous semesters. Failure to meet this expectation will result in failure of the assignment. 
5.     Assignments are due during the designated class period.  Students are responsible for all listed and announced dates, readings, assignments, and exams.  Ten percent of the assignment total will be deducted each weekday the assignment is late.  
6.     Make up exams may be allowed only with notice prior to the exam period. Under special circumstances, make up assignments may be approved. The decision to allow make up exams and assignments will be made by the instructor on an individual basis. No makeup assignment will be assigned or accepted after December 4, 2000. 
7.     In the event of an absence, students are expected to make arrangements with peers to collect class information and materials. 
8.     Each student will be expected to have an email account and provide his or her email address to the instructor by the second week of class. 
9.     Several class sessions will be held at facilities serving at-risk youth. A schedule for visits and directions will be provided either in class or via email. 
10. Cellular phones and pagers should be kept off during class. 
11. Students are encouraged to be proactive and seek out the instructor as soon as they have any concerns about the class or their performance. The end of the semester is usually too late.  
 Course Requirements: 
Details on each assignment will be provided in your course packet.  Each part of the assignment must be completed in order for credit to be received. 
Position Paper 
Students will write a two-page paper (approximately) defining the term ‘at-risk youth’. Due September 11.  
10 points possible. 
Article Reviews 
Students will review four current articles pertaining to course topics and write a one-page review of each article.  One review is due each of the following days Sept 25, Oct 23, Nov 13 and 27.  

4@ 10 points each/40 points possible 
Agency Visitation  
Students will visit one agency serving at-risk youth and write a review of that agency.  It is recommended that students spend several hours at the agency to observe the population and programs provided.  Students will sign up for the agency of their choice in class, only one student may visit each agency. Reviews are due October 30.
20 points possible 
Activity

Students will create an original activity to use with this population and present that activity in class. Due December 11.
30 points possible 
  
Examinations 
A midterm and final exam will be given.  Each will cover all the material discussed and all readings assigned up to the day of the exam. Exams may include true/false, multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, and essays. 
  
Mid Term Exam
October 16


50 points 
Final Exam

December 20 (3:30-5:30)
50 points 
 Grading: 
Position paper


  10 points 
Article reviews

  
  40 points


A= 225-250 
Agency visitation

  20 points


B= 200-224 
Exams



100 points


C= 175-199 
Class participation/attendance
  50 points


D= 150-174 
Activity



  30 points


F= Less than 149 points 
Total
250 points 
Course Format: 
Learning experiences used in this class will include lecture, discussion, video presentations, field trips, and guest speakers. 
Special Accommodations: 
Any student in need of an accommodation due to a disability is encouraged to consult with the instructor immediately so that arrangements can be made. 
 Serving At-Risk Youth Certificate: 
This class may be taken in conjunction with RLS 192T in order to meet requirements for a certificate in serving at-risk youth.  Information on the certificate will be provided in class.  
 Schedule: 
The following is a tentative schedule for the semester. Readings and topics are subject to change.
