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Climate change is occurring at an ever-increasing rate across the globe.  Here in Fresno the primary effects—warming 
temperatures and changes in precipitation—will directly impact our interactions with the environment.  Yet, the secondary and 
tertiary effects may have much greater impacts.  The discussion will present the current understanding of climate changes and the 
challenges they present to our immediate future.      
  
Peter Vandewater has a Ph.D. in Geosciences from the University of Arizona. His most recent work has focused on plant gene-
flow from genetically modified crop plants into wild relatives growing nearby.  He is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Earth and Environmental Sciences at Fresno State. 

 
 


