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From the President 
 
 
Dear Graduate Student: 
 
I am delighted to be able to pass along to you this brief summary 
document detailing the financial opportunities currently available 
to assist you in your pursuit of a graduate degree at California State 
University, Fresno. We owe these opportunities to many varied 
sources: the donations of generous community members and 
university alumni, and the successful efforts of our faculty and 
staff in the acquisition of grants and special funds from California 
state, the federal government, and private foundations. 
 
To all of these we are grateful for their valuable contributions in 
helping you meet your goals for graduate study. Your potential 
status as a graduate student and your future contributions to 
scholarship and public service serve as points of special pride to us 
at this university. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 John D. Welty 
 President 
 



 
 

 
 
 
From the Dean of Graduate Studies 
 
  
Dear Graduate Student: 
 
It is my pleasure to present to you this handbook that describes 
various types of financial support available to graduate students at 
California State University, Fresno. The handbook has been 
developed at the request of many students who wanted to have a 
single source of information that could direct them to funding 
opportunities. Please bear in mind as you are reading it that this 
document is intended to be an instructional guide rather than an 
exhaustive compilation of opportunities for funding. 
 
As you will see from the examples presented herein, there are a 
number of assistantships, fellowships, grants, loans, and 
employment options that are open to qualified students each year. I 
wholeheartedly encourage you to apply for all types of assistance 
for which you may be eligible and to make use of the university 
offices identified for additional suggestions. Awards and 
appointments thus received can be of enormous benefit in 
increasing your knowledge, skills, and ability to present a vigorous 
resume in the pursuit of future career interests. 
 
My best regards to you as you pursue your graduate degree. 

 
 

 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Karen T. Carey, Dean 

 Division of Graduate Studies 
 California State University, Fresno 
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General Information 
 

THE VALUE OF A GRADUATE MASTER'S DEGREE 
 

Getting a master's degree has a definite payoff in terms of income, 
according to a 2003 report by the American Council on 
Education's Division of Policy Analysis and Research. The report 
(Building a Nation of Learners) indicates that over an 8-year 
period (1990-98), workers with a master’s degree earned $100,000 
more than workers with a bachelor’s degree and that the average 
monthly income for someone with a master's degree was $1,000 
more than for an individual with a bachelor's degree. Furthermore, 
the National Center for Educataional Statistics found that 98 
percent of master's degree recipients were employed within a year 
after completing their degrees. Future enrollment projections 
indicate that even more students will be seeking the master's 
degree for professional enhancement/career advancement and that 
these students will need some form of financial support. 

 

BASIC EXPENSES 
 

The basic expenses of a full-time California State University, 
Fresno student who is living away from home and paying resident 
tuition fees total approximately $13,840 for one academic year 
(two semesters). This figure includes resident fees, books, supplies, 
room and board, and transportation.  Because fees are subject to 
change at any time, these totals can be somewhat higher. It is 
worthwhile to note, however, that the cost of attending California 
State University, Fresno remains significantly lower than the cost 
of attending many other California colleges and universities. 

  

AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE 
 

The university has a number of sources available to help ease the 
financial responsibilities of getting an advanced education. This 
booklet focuses on assistance available to graduate students in the 
form of “gift/grant” aid—grants, fellowships, scholarships, and fee 
waivers—which does not have to be repaid, and “self-help” aid— 
assistantships, college work study, and loans—that must be repaid.  
 

On this campus, these types of support are administered through 
three basic sources: (a) Fellowships, Grants, and Awards; (b) 
Teaching Associateships, Research Assistantships, and Graduate 
Assistantships; and (c) Loans, State Graduate Fellowships, College 
Work Study, and Institutional Scholarships. 
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Financial support is also provided by the university through several 
other means, listed in this publication under the heading, Additional 
Financial Aid Resources (p. 14). 
 
Final sections point the student to external sources of financial aid 
available through public and private funding agencies, as well as 
the help accessible through the Internet and World Wide Web. 
 
As a word of caution, students are reminded that financial aid 
information and amounts reported are always subject to change, 
and that no directory or listing, electronic or printed, can be 
considered reliably complete and accurate at all times. The wise 
applicant will check carefully for the most current information 
when constructing plans for financing graduate study. 

 
APPLICATION HINTS 
 
Because the title, amount, and purpose of awards are in a constant 
state of change, it is suggested that students master certain 
application “hints” so that, despite these variations, they can still 
be in the best position to get financial assistance. 
 
Before applying for financial support, graduate students should: 
 
Á Consult this sourcebook, the university's General Catalog, 

individual departments, the deans' offices, the Financial 
Aid Office, campus bulletin boards, the Internet, and the 
Henry Madden Library to find all available sources of 
support for which they are eligible. 

 
Á Develop an annual planning calendar with the dates of 

application deadlines. 
 
Á Meet—in advance—application deadlines.  

 
Á Keep a current resume on file that notes achievements and 

positions held, as well as a list of potential references by 
name and address. 

 
Á Prepare accurate statements of purpose and autobiographies 

that give the grantor a strong sense of the student's 
worthiness as a financial investment. 

 
Á Secure official documents, including transcripts, 

standardized test scores (GRE, GMAT, MAT), and 
financial statements. 
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