HIST 12: American History from 1877

California State University, Fresno / Fall 2005

TTh / 11-12:15 / SS 210 / 3 units

Instructor: Lori Clune

Office Hours: M 11:30-2:30; T 9-11; W 11:30-2:30; F 12:30-2:30

Office: SS 118 / 278-8895 / lclune@csufresno.edu
Description:


This course encompasses the study of the political, social, and economic developments in the United States since the end of the Civil War.  Two major themes are the emergence of the U.S. as a world leader, and the challenges of a multicultural democracy.

This course fulfills the requirement for Area D1:  American History

To understand and analyze the basic principles underlying human social behavior.  

Student Learning Outcome for Area D1: American History

Students successfully completing courses in Area D1 will be able to:

Relate the history of historical development of American institutions and ideals, the Constitution of the United States and the operation of representative democratic government under that Constitution, and the processes of state and local government.

The GE writing requirement for this course is a minimum of 2,000 words.  Two essay exams and two writing assignments provide students the opportunity to write in excess of the minimum writing requirement.

Social Science Single Subject Matter Standards:

15.4
The program requires each prospective teacher to examine the changing role of the United States in world affairs.

15.5
The program exposes the prospective teacher to a wide range of perspectives on United States history, including major historiographic and social science interpretations.

15.6
The program requires prospective teachers to study political, social, and cultural developments in the United States.

17.6
The program provides opportunities for prospective teachers to take active citizenship roles in society and to develop social and political skills, such as those to be gained by service learning.

Students successfully completing this course will be able to:
~ Read and critique written and visual source material and respond to it in written and oral form

2.4
e.
Compare and contrast plans for Reconstruction with its actual implementation.

f.
Explain and assess the development and adoption of segregation laws, the influence of social mores on the passage and implementation of these laws, and the rise of white supremacist organizations.

g.
Analyze the relationship of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to Reconstruction, and compare and contrast their initial and later interpretations.

2.5
The “Gilded Age”

Candidates examine the relationship among post-Civil War economic development and political, social, and geographic issues and events in the second half of the 19th century. Candidates:

a.
Describe and analyze the role of entrepreneurs and industrialists and their impact on the United States economy.

b.
Describe and analyze the effects of industrialization on the American economy and society, including increased immigration, changing working conditions, and the growth of early labor organizations.

c.
Explain and analyze the causes for, and the impact of, Populism and Progressivism.

d.
Explain the development of federal Indian policy – including the environmental consequences of forced migration into marginal regions – and its consequences for American Indians.

e.
Analyze the impact of industrialism and urbanization on the physical and social environments of the United States. 

2.6
The U.S. as a World Power

Candidates trace and evaluate the emergence of the U.S. as an economic, diplomatic, and military world power in the early 20th century. Candidates:

a.
Evaluate the debate about American imperialistic policies before, during and following the Spanish-American War.

b.
Analyze the political, economic, and geographic significance of the Panama Canal, the “Open Door” policy with China, Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” Diplomacy, William Howard Taft’s “Dollar” Diplomacy, and Woodrow Wilson’s Moral Diplomacy.

c.
Evaluate the political, economic, social, and geographic consequences of World War I in terms of American foreign policy and the war’s impact on the American home front.

2.7
The 1920s

Candidates analyze the political, social, economic, technological, cultural, and geographic developments of the 1920s. Candidates:

a.
Analyze domestic events that resulted in, or contributed to, the Red Scare, Marcus Garvey’s Back to Africa movement, the Ku Klux Klan, the American Civil Liberties Union, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Anti-Defamation League.

b.
Analyze the significance of the passage of the 18th and 19th Amendments as they related to the changing political and economic roles of women in society.

c.
Assess changes in American immigration policy in the 1920s.

d.
Describe new trends in literature, music, and art, including the Harlem Renaissance and the Jazz Age.

e.
Assess the impact of radio, mass production techniques, and the growth of cities on American society.

2.8
The Great Depression and the New Deal

Candidates analyze the social, political, economic, and geographic effects of the Great Depression and its impact on the changing role of government in economy and society. Candidates:

a.
Analyze the differing explanations for the 1929 stock market crash, Herbert Hoover’s and Congress’ responses to the crisis, and the implementation of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal policies.

b.
Describe and assess the human toll of the Great Depression, including the impact of natural disasters and agricultural practices on the migration from rural Southern and Eastern regions to urban and Western areas.

c.
Analyze the effects of, and controversies arising from, New Deal policies, including the social and physical consequences of regional programs (e.g., the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Central Valley Project).

d.
Trace and evaluate the gains and losses of organized labor in the 1930s.

2.9
World War II

Candidates analyze U.S. participation in World War II. Candidates:

a.
 Explain the origins of American involvement in World War II, including reactions to events in Europe, Africa, and Asia.

b.
Analyze American foreign policy before and during World War II.

c.
Evaluate and analyze significant events, issues, and experiences during World War II, including:

· Internment of people of Japanese ancestry

· Allied response to the Holocaust

· The experiences and contributions of American fighting forces, including the role of minorities (e.g., the Tuskegee Airmen, the 442nd Regimental Combat Unit, Navajo Code Talkers)

· The role of women and minority groups at home 

· Major developments in aviation, weaponry, communications, and medicine

· The significance and ramifications of the decision to drop the atomic bomb

d.
Assess American foreign policy in the aftermath of World War II, using geographic, political, and economic perspectives.

2.10
Post-World War II America

Candidates analyze the major issues in post-World War II America. Candidates:

a.
Describe and evaluate the significance of changes in international migration patterns and their impact on society and the economy.

b.
Describe the increased role of the federal government in response to World War II and the Cold War and assess the impact of this increased role on regional economic structures, society, and the political system.

c.
Describe the effects of technological developments on society, politics, and the economy since 1945.

d.
Analyze the major domestic policies of presidential administrations from Harry S Truman to the present.

2.11
Post-World War II U.S. Foreign Policy

Candidates analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II and its impact on the world. Candidates:

a.
Trace the origins of the Cold War.

b.
Analyze the roles of the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and military alliances, including the North American Treaty Organization (NATO), the South East Asian Treaty Organization (SEATO), and the Warsaw Pact. 

c.
Trace the origins and consequences of the Korean War.

d.
Explain and analyze the relationship between domestic and foreign policy during the Cold War, including McCarthyism.

e.
Analyze the foreign policies of post-World War II presidential administrations and their effect on the Cold War.

f.
Trace the causes, controversies, and consequences of the Vietnam War, its effects on American combatants and civilians, and its continued impact on American society.

2.12
Civil Rights Movement

Candidates trace the reasons for and the development of civil rights from World War II to the present. Candidates:

a.
Examine and analyze the key people, events, policies, and court cases in the field of civil rights from varying perspectives.

b.
Describe the civil rights movements of African Americans and other minority groups and their impacts on government, society, and the economy.

c.
Analyze the development of the women’s rights movement and its connections to other social and political movements.

Required Reading:

Ayers, Edward L., Lewis L. Gould, David M. Oshinsky, Jean R. Soderlund.  American Passages: A History of the United States.  Volume II: Since 1865.  Compact Second Edition.  Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2005.

Terkel, Studs.  “The Good War:” An Oral History of WWII.  NY: Random, 1984.

Additional readings to be distributed in class.

Attendance/Participation:
Attendance in this course is critical for success.  If an absence is unavoidable, it is your responsibility to get the notes/material covered that day.  There are no make-ups for quizzes.  Test make-ups are arranged at the instructor’s convenience.  Your participation is necessary to succeed.  You must have read and be prepared to discuss the assigned readings.  

Grades:

Your grade will be based on the points you earn on several quizzes (the lowest one will be dropped, purchase quizstrip scantrons), two tests (purchase two 886-E scantrons with essay attached), a final exam (purchase one 882-E scantron), two written assignments, and a map (U.S. outline map from the bookstore).  The tests, consisting of multiple choice, short answer, and essay, will be based on the readings and classroom material.  The final exam will be non-comprehensive and consist of multiple choice questions.  The written assignments will be explained in class.  Any written assignment turned in after the time/date due will be graded based on 50% of its original point value.  No written assignments will be accepted more than seven days past the due date.  Please keep all returned assignments as grade receipts.

University Policies:

Students with Disabilities:
Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation.  For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in Madden Library 1049 (278-2811). 

Cheating and plagiarism:  Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses that could have extremely serious consequences, such as probation, suspension, or expulsion from the University.  As defined in University’s Policies, “cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations.  It is the intent of this definition that the term cheating not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by the student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means.”  Cheating includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism. This is a “specific form of cheating that consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work.”  That means that if you take more than three words from a source, and do not put them in quotes and cite the source, you are cheating.  Close paraphrasing without citation is also plagiarism.  Sources include information from the Internet.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university.  For more information on the University’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Policy/Legal Statements) or the University Catalog (University policies).

Computers:
“At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education and research experience.  Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software.  The minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology Services or the University Bookstore.  In the curriculum and class assignments, students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the necessary communication links to the University’s information resources.”

Disruptive Classroom Behavior:
“The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth.  It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. …Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live.  …Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.  Pagers and cellular phones must be turned off and put away prior to the beginning of class.  For further information on what is considered disruptive behavior, see the University Policy on Disruptive Classroom Behavior (APM 419).

Copyright Policy:  Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material.  The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholastic, or research.  Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder.  The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code).  To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you to visit its copyright web page.

Digital Campus course web sites contain material protected by copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions.  Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright notice originally included with the material.  Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site.

