Auditions for Voice

Each prospective student must audition for the voice faculty to be accepted as a voice major into the music department and receive a voice studio assignment.  Auditions take place in the semester prior to the prospective student’s entrance into the music major.   Entrance into a voice studio allows the student to receive private studio lessons from one of our voice faculty as part of the curriculum core requirements.  A live audition is always preferable to a recorded one, but, under some circumstances and with prior permission of the voice faculty, a DVD performance of the following requirements can be substituted for a live audition. 

Audition Requirements

1. Perform, from memory, two contrasting classical selections, one of which must be in a language other than the student's native language.  An Italian Art Song is a good example of a foreign language song.  An accompanist will be provided for you, if needed.

2. Demonstrate the ability to sing a major scale and sight-read.  Finally, the candidate will be asked to demonstrate tonal memory by singing sing back simple tonal passages.

Audition Tips

1. A voice audition takes preparation. Ask your current music teacher for recommendations of appropriate classical songs to sing.  Practice these songs with an accompanist for at least a month before the audition and memorize your selections.

2. It is recommended that you dress appropriately for the audition, just as you would for a job interview. 

3. Bring the music you are to sing and the application form printed out and completed in full.  You may also email a completed application to aradford@csufresno.edu
4. Please let us know if you are bringing your own accompanist.

Please contact Dr. Anthony Radford at aradford@csufresno.edu or 559-278-7593 to arrange an audition on one of our scheduled audition dates.  Prospective students who cannot attend one of these audition dates can request an alternative time, but will be accommodated at the convenience of the Voice Faculty.

Finally, we are thrilled that you are interested in our program.  Please feel welcome arrange a visit to our music school. You may email or call us at anytime with questions about our program.

Professor Helene Joseph-Weil Professor of Voice and Coordinator of Vocal Activities email: helenej@csufresno.edu
Dr. Anthony P. Radford, Assistant Professor of Voice email: aradford@csufresno.edu
Dr. Anna Hamre, Professor of Choral Activites email: ahamre@csufresno.edu
Professor Brigid de Jong, Adjunct Professor of Voice, bdejong@csufresno.edu
