PHILOSOPHY 120 (AETH 100): Contemporary Conflicts of Morals

Spring 2009

Professor: Andrew Fiala, Ph.D.


MWF 2-3 (and section 7, Fridays 3-4)

Music 160

	Office Hours: MWF 11-12 and 1-2
Phone: 278-2124                                    
	Office: Music Building 109

Email: afiala@csufresno.edu


Course Description

Catalogue Description: PHIL 120. Contemporary Conflicts of Morals (3 units)

(Same as AETH 100.) Prerequisites: G.E. Foundation and Breadth Area C. Exploration of moral issues through great works, such as philosophy, novels, dramas, or films. Looks at questions such as, "What is it to be moral? Why be moral? Why care about others? How should scarce resources be distributed? What is integrity?" 

G.E. Integration IC.

This class will help you develop the skills to think critically about ethical questions.  We will examine several major ethical theories.  We will apply these theories and skills to a variety of topics.  

This course aims to teach you to think, argue, and write like a philosopher.  The class thus requires your active participation.  You must show up to class prepared to think, talk, and learn.  

And it helps to have an open and curious mind.  Remember Socrates, who said: “The unexamined life is not worth living…”  This class will ask you to question your beliefs and to listen carefully to others who disagree with you.  The hope is that through this process, you will have a better understanding of yourself, what you believe, and why you believe it.

Required Texts

· Andrew Fiala, The Just War Myth (Rowman and Littlefield, 2008)


· Andrew Fiala, What Would Jesus Really Do? (Rowman and Littlefield, 2007)


· Other readings will be found on Blackboard.  Or they can be accessed directly through our library’s website or via other internet resources.

To facilitate discussion, you should complete the reading assignments prior to the date they are listed on the syllabus.

Assignments and Grading

· Group Debates








10%

· 2 Midterm Exams







20% Each

· Dialogue Project/Term Paper (ITERATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT)

25% 

· 5% for your first Draft

· 20% for your Final Draft

· Final Exam








25%

General Education Purpose (IC)

Through the study of the humanities (Literature, Philosophy, Foreign Language), to understand, appreciate, and analyze the meaning of our civilization, its cultural background, and the nature and role of language.  To study the humanities (Literature, Philosophy, Foreign Language) from a variety of historical perspectives and cultures by analyzing individual works.

Course in the Humanities (IC) must:

· Promote an understanding of the development of contemporary civilization through studies of its historical roots in the principal humanistic endeavors, e.g., literature, philosophy, and foreign languages.

· Reflect critically and systematically on questions concerning beliefs, values, and the nature of existence;

· Include a survey of the various types and styles of literature from a variety of historical perspectives and cultures, including instruction in the techniques of literary criticism,

· Foster skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing a language other than English within a cultural and artistic context.

· Include exposure to diverse Western and non-Western cultural perspectives.

Course Goals

· Develop critical reading/thinking/speaking skills 

· Apply these skills to philosophical arguments

· Understand basic ethical theories

· Understand the concepts and ideas that are central to several applied ethical topics

· Develop your own ideas about the tough questions of ethics


Learning Outcomes

· Explain and critique normative theories and apply them to value conflict in the contemporary world

· Demonstrate interpretive and argumentative skill by engaging in group debates oriented around contemporary conflicts of morals

· Analyze and criticize central texts from a variety of traditions, while tracking the validity and/or soundness of key arguments

· Demonstrate interpretive skill and synthetic cognition by writing essay exam responses and by producing an argumentative term paper

· Integrate arguments about meta-ethical, metaphysical, meta-cognitive and normative issues by conducting a dialogue about value conflicts in the contemporary world

· Revise and refine your paper arguments through multiple drafts

· Demonstrate analytical and synthetic cognition by constructing reasoned answers to the metaethical and normative questions found in contemporary moral conflicts

These learning outcomes will be measure by course assignments, as indicated within the above learning outcomes; and as re-iterated here:

Assignments and Grading

· Group Debates








10%

· 2 Midterm Exams







20% Each

· Dialogue Project/Term Paper (ITERATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT)

25% 

· 5% for your first Draft

· 20% for your Final Draft

· Final Exam








25%

The Honor Code Applies in the Class:  

“Members of the CSU Fresno academic community adhere to principles of academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related activities.”

Students should:

· Understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course (including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration)

· Neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is used by the instructor as the basis of grading.

· Take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to the instructor or other appropriate official for action.


· On exams and papers, you may be asked to sign a statement that reads: “I have done my own work and have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work.”  

Further Explanations and Expectations

· This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent. 

· You are encouraged to exchange phone numbers or email information with one or two other members of this class, who can keep you up to date if you must be absent. 
· Exams:  The exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  You are required to provide 2 Scantron forms 815-E and 2 large 8 page Blue Books to the professor. 
· Make-up exams will only be given for documented emergencies or participation in an official university event.  


· Dialogue Project and Final Paper: You will engage a member of the community outside of the classroom in a dialogue about the ethical topics that are the focus of this class.  

· You will write a 2,000 word paper in which you describe your dialogue and draw critical conclusions about the dialogue and about the ethical topics discussed.  

· You will turn in a preliminary draft of the paper so that the professor may provide you with feedback designed to help you refine your work (ITERATIVE WRITING PROJECT)

· Late papers will be marked down by one letter grade per day late.


· Group Debates:  Students will participate in TWO debates.  You will be assigned to a group of 6 or so students for the debate.  The grade is a group grade.  Your group will debate another group on a specific topic, as assigned.  The goal of the debate is to understand and evaluate different sides of an issue.  Groups will do the following:


· They will provide every member of the class with a handout that students can use as a study guide, including a summary of related reading assignments, if necessary.

· They will present clear arguments.

· They will listen carefully and respond to the opposition.


· Grades are calculated on the following percentage scale: 100-90: A; 89-80: B; 79-70: C; 69-60: D; Below 60: F.  Papers and other work that is given letter grades are converted to percentages according to the following scale: A: 100; AB: 90; B: 85; BC: 80; C: 75; CD: 70; D: 65; F: 50.


· Please turn off and put away cell phones, newspapers, and other distractions.

If you need help, please ask!

· SCHEDULE 

	Jan.  21

23
	Introduction: Fiala, “Outline of Ethical Theory,”  

“10 Commandments,” “Sermon on the Mount,” 

Fiala, WWJRD? Preface and Chapter 1


	26

28

30 
	Fiala, WWJRD? Chapters 2, 3, and 4
Fiala, WWJRD? Chapters 12 and 15

DEBATE 1: Martin Luther King and Christian Pacifism; Read: King, “Beyond Vietnam” (From Stanford King Archive)



	Feb. 2

4

6
	ETHICS CENTER LECTURE: David Chan, “The Myth of Religious War” 

(Alice Peters Auditorium, UBC 12 PM)

“Lewis, “No Substitute for Victory” The Objective Standard” Winter 2006 (www.theobjectivestandard.com). 
Weigel, “Just War Tradition and the World after September 11” Logos 5:3 (2002); From Project Muse 



	9

11 

13
	Fiala, The Just War Myth, Chapters 1 and 2
Fiala, The Just War Myth, Chapters 3 and 4
DARWIN DAY PANEL


	16

18

20
	PRESIDENTS’ DAY: NO CLASS

Fiala, The Just War Myth, Chapter 5, 10, and 11

Debate 2: The Iraq War 


	23 and 25

27
	Film: The Fog of War
Exam 1: War and Peace



	March 2

4

6
	Fiala, WWJRD? Chapter 6

ETHICS CENTER LECTURE: Leonard Olson, “God, Darwin, and the Culture Wars”

(Alice Peters Auditorium, UBC 12 PM)

Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae Chapter 1 excerpts (from www.vatican.va); 
Thomson, “Defense of Abortion” Philosophy and Public Affairs, 1:1 (1970); from JSTOR



	9

11

13
	Tooley, “Abortion and Infanticide” Philosophy and Public Affairs, 2: 1 (1972); from JSTOR

Hare, “Abortion and the Golden Rule” Philosophy and Public Affairs, 4:3 (1975); from JSTOR
Debate 3: Abortion


	16

18 

20
	Tremain, “Stemming the Tide of Normalisation” Journal of Bioethical Inquiry 3 (2006); From Springerlink

ETHICS CENTER LECTURE: Jose-Antonio Orosco, “Cesar Chavez and Nonviolence”

(Science II, Room 109, 12 PM)

Tom Shakespeare, "Choices and Rights: Eugenics, Genetics, and Disability Equality" Disability and Society 13: 5 (1998), 665-681; From EbscoHost



	23 and 25


27 


	Film: Gattaca


Debate 4: PostHumanism;  Read: Kass, “Ageless Bodies and Happy Souls” The New Atlantis, Spring 2003; From LexisNexis



	30

April 1


3
	Bostrum, “In Defense of Posthuman Dignity” Bioethics 19:3 (2005); From Blackwell Synergy

Lauritzen, “Stem Cells, Biotechnology, and Human Rights: Implications for a Posthuman Future” The Hastings Center Report, 35: 2 (Mar/Apr 2005), pp. 25-33; From JSTOR


EXAM 2: Abortion and Biotechnology


	APRIL 6-10
	SPRING BREAK

	13

15

17
	Hume, “On Suicide” (http://www.anselm.edu/homepage/dbanach/suicide.htm#A1)

Kant, Excerpts on suicide
Debate 5: Suicide 

Dialogue Paper Draft DUE



	20

22 and 24
	Fiala, WWJRD? Chapter 7

Film: The Sea Inside


	27

29

May 1
	Harris, “Immortal Ethics” Annals of the New York Academy of Science (2004); from Wiley Interscience
ETHICS CENTER LECTURE: ROB METCALF, “The New Atheists and Ancient Philosophy”

(Alice Peters Auditorium, UBC 12 PM)

Dworkin, Thomson, Rawls, et al. “Assisted Suicide: The Philosopher’s Brief” New York Review of Books 14: 5 (March 27, 1997); and reply by Fletcher (May 29, 1997) 



	4

6

8
	Callahan, “When Self-Determination Runs Amok,” Hastings Center Report 1992 (March-April); from JSTOR

Lachs, “Active Euthanasia” and “Abstract Moralizing Run Amok”; From The Relevance of Philosophy to Life (by author’s permission) 

Debate 6: Death with Dignity Laws (readings TBA)



	11 and 13


	Review; Term Paper Due MAY 11


UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Students with Disabilities: Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in Madden Library 1049 (278-2811). 
 

Cheating and Plagiarism: "Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Policy/Legal Statements) or the University Catalog (University policies).

 

Computers: "At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education and research experience. Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology Services  or the University Bookstore. In the curriculum and class assignments, students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the necessary communication links to the University's information resources."

 

Disruptive Classroom Behavior: "The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. ... Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop and understanding of the community in which they live . . . Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class."

 

Copyright policy: Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship, or research.  Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder.  The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code).To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you to visit its copyright web page (http://www.lib.csufresno.edu/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/copyrtpolicyfull.pdf)

Digital Campus course web sites contains material protected by copyrights held by the instructor, other individuals or institutions. Such material is used for educational purposes in accord with copyright law and/or with permission given by the owners of the original material.  You may download one copy of the materials on any single computer for non-commercial, personal, or educational purposes only, provided that you (1) do not modify it, (2) use it only for the duration of this course, and (3) include both this notice and any copyright notice originally included with the material.   Beyond this use, no material from the course web site may be copied, reproduced, re-published, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way without the permission of the original copyright holder.  The instructor assumes no responsibility for individuals who improperly use copyrighted material placed on the web site.

