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	Phil 2 – Exploring Religious Meaning

 

	Fall 2008
	California State University, Fresno 

	
	

	Course Number - 72927
	Instructor – Prof. Sharon Meinhoff

	Units 3, GE Breadth C2
	Office Number – Music 114

	Time – T/TH 9:30- 10:45 p.m.
	E-Mail smeinhoff@csufresno.edu

	Location – Family Food & Sci Bldg Rm 313
	Phone (559) 278-2875                       Philosophy Office: Music 102 Phone 278-2621 

	Website – None
	Office Hours T/TH 11:00-11:30, Tues.2:00-3:00  Thursdays, 5:45-7:45 (by appointment only)


Internet accounts are available for a fee at http://www.fresno.com/cvonline/cvip.html .

Email accounts are available at no charge to CSUF students.
Catalog description:

Prerequisite: G.E. Foundation A2
As a student in a C2 GE course, you will be expected to reflect critically and systematically on questions concerning beliefs, values, and the nature of existence.

Philosophy 2 is an introduction to the exploration of the many dimensions of religions.  Topics include: the tools and resources of the academic study of religions, the sacred/holy, symbolism, myth, ritual, religious origin and destiny.

Required Texts:

Molloy, Michael, Experiencing The World’s Religions, Tradition, Challenge, and Change, Fourth Edition., 

Course fees: There are no fees attached to this course.  If, however, a student does not attend a class in which a Short film is shown, it will be the student’s responsibility to rent or obtain a copy of the Short film in order to complete any assignments or be prepared for any tests which include information obtained from having viewed, and critiqued the Short film. 

Study Expectations

It is usually expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time outside of class for every one hour in class.  Since this is a 3 unit class, you should expect to study an average of 6 hours outside of class each week.  Some students may need more outside study time to successfully master the material covered in the course.

Tutorial Center:
For free tutoring on campus, contact the Learning Center in the Peters Building Annex Trailers (phone 278-3052 or visit www.csufresno.edu/learningcenter).

Examinations and Major Assignments

1.  Do the assigned readings and participate in class discussion in a sincere and meaningful manner.  This is an intense, college level course and will require consistent concentrated effort, a moderate amount of reading, and daily practice of given assignments.  Falling behind will make developing these new skills extremely difficult, if not impossible.

2.  There will be a journal, during the term that will count 20 % of your final grade.

       
Each week, each student must write at least one page summarizing the assigned reading and pointing out the main ideas discussed in the reading. The journal must be entered in a spiral notebook and will be due periodically in my office, M 114, for review.  

           Plagiarism will not be tolerated. (*** Note — a loss of 20% of one’s grade could result in a final grade of “F”).  

3. Comprehensive final exam , (required for passing grade) – 15 % if your final grade.

4. Reading Quizzes – 25% of your final grade.  Quizzes are evaluated on accuracy, completeness, and reasonableness of answers.

5.  Class participation, (verbal participation and in-class writings) – 15 %.  Evaluation will be based on attendance (necessary for class participation), completeness of written work, effort and attention in class.

6. Iterative Writing Assignment – Students will be required to author a discussion of one of the                                         world’s religions.  The critique will employ the philosophical methods discussed in the course.  This iterative writing assignment must be no less than 1000-1250 words minimum (approximately 4 to 5 pages, 1” margins/ 12 font).  The student will submit the paper to the instructor on October 21st, to receive instructor feedback and an initial grade; it will then be returned.  
Students will be required to rework the essay, incorporating the instructor’s feedback for resubmission of the entire assignment by November 20th, at which point it will be read and returned with an additional grade of up to ten points higher than the original grade.  Note: both scores will count towards your grade on this paper, so it is important to make your first paper your best attempt at a final draft.  The second paper, however will be graded with higher expectations. Failure to rewrite one’s paper will result in a total grade of zero.  The paper submitted must be student’s original work and  must be substantive, well-reasoned, informed, grammatically correct, and multi-pass (you will have one necessary opportunity to do it over).  I will assign the topic, which will be germane to the course.  The essay will be graded according to the following criteria and will count 25 % of your final grade.                                                                                                                                                          
 Criteria for grading written work: 
a) Quality of writing (grammar, style, organization)  - 25%,  

b) Quality of argumentation (coherence, evidence, justification) - 40%,                         


c) Quality of thought (sophistication, originality, insight) - 35%.

Note:In fairness to others, a late paper will be reduced by one letter grade per calendar day late.  There will be no make-up exams.  For anyone who takes all of the exams, the lowest exam grade will be dropped.  Academic dishonesty will result in an F in the course.

Letter grades and their percentage equivalents: 

A= 90-100%     B=80-89%     C=70-79%     D=60-69%     F= 59% or below   

Academic dishonesty is likely to result in an F in the course and/or further disciplinary action. 

Grading

Attendance is highly recommended.  Participating in class discussion and listening attentively to lectures are both very useful in analyzing and conceptualizing philosophical concepts. One can only make up an exam, other than the final exam, under dire circumstances and with a note from a doctor, courthouse, or other professional who can verify the valid reason for a student’s having missed a class during which an exam is given. "If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were away." 

Course Goals and Primary Learning Outcomes

Course Goals:  
         1. Develop critical reading and thinking skills.

         2. Apply these skills to philosophical religious arguments 

         3. Understand basic religions theories and religious expression in the humanities.

         4. Apply learned methods and models for better understanding the contemporary global context                                                                                                                                    and the diversity of religious expression.

         5. Develop new perspectives on one’s own self via the examination and evaluation of traditional and contemporary problems and issues in the study of religious meaning.

         6. Increase appreciation of the variety of understandings of religious meaning.

         7. Reflect critically and systematically on questions concerning beliefs, values, and the nature of existence.

Coarse Topics:  Topics for Phil 2 draw on a variety of resources.  Typical issues concern the meaning of beliefs, ritual, the transcendent, community, moral codes, religious character, and sacred tradition.

Primary Learning Outcomes:  

In the process of completing this course, successful students will be able to 
1. Explain and critique normative theories and apply them to value conflict in the contemporary world.
2. Demonstrate interpretive and argumentative skill by engaging in class discussion oriented around contemporary conflicts of morals as they pertain to the world’s religions.

3. Analyze and criticize central texts from variety of traditions, while tracking the strength of key arguments.

4. Demonstrate interpretive skill and synthetic cognition by writing essay exam responses and by producing an argumentative term paper.

5. Integrate arguments about meta-ethical, metaphysical, meta-cognitive and normative issues by conducting a dialogue about value conflicts in the contemporary world.

6. Revise and refine one’s paper arguments through multiple drafts.

7. Demonstrate analytical and synthetic cognition by constructing reasoned answers to the metaethical and normative questions found in contemporary moral conflicts which appear as a result of differences in religious perspectives.

.


Subject to Change

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent. 

Course Policies & Safety Issues

Concerns or prohibitions: talking in class, cell phones, chewing gum, tobacco, wearing baseball caps, reading newspapers in class or other distracting behavior, tape-recording the lecture, bringing visitors or guests, are not allowed in the classroom. Although it is often helpful to form study groups, students are always expected to work in class and on assignments independently, unless asked to do otherwise. 

Since this course includes discussion of sensitive issues, it is expected that students will show respect for other’s sincere discussion. 

The University Policy on Disruptive Classroom Behavior (APM 419) is well worth reading and can be found in the Class Schedule and the Academic Policy Manual. 

Plagiarism Detection. Instructor will use, if necessary, electronic means to verify the originality of their work.  Turnitin.com will not be used.

University Policies

"For information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations)." 

Students with Disabilities: Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact Services to Students with Disabilities in University Center Room 5 (278-2811).

 

Honor Code:  “Members of the CSU Fresno academic community adhere to principles of academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in university work and related activities.”  You should:

a) understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course (including no cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration) 

b) neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is used by the instructor as the basis of grading. 

c) take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to the instructor or other appropriate official for action.

Students are required to sign a statement at the end of all assignments stating: “I have done my own work and have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this work.” 

Cheating and Plagiarism: "Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations).

Computers: "At California State University, Fresno, computers and communications links to remote resources are recognized as being integral to the education and research experience. Every student is required to have his/her own computer or have other personal access to a workstation (including a modem and a printer) with all the recommended software. The minimum and recommended standards for the workstations and software, which may vary by academic major, are updated periodically and are available from Information Technology Services (http://www.csufresno.edu/ITS/) or the University Bookstore. In the curriculum and class assignments, students are presumed to have 24-hour access to a computer workstation and the necessary communication links to the University's information resources."

 

Disruptive Classroom Behavior: "The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. ... Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop and understanding of the community in which they live . . . Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class."

Copyright policy: Copyright laws and fair use policies protect the rights of those who have produced the material. The copy in this course has been provided for private study, scholarship, or research.  Other uses may require permission from the copyright holder.  The user of this work is responsible for adhering to copyright law of the U.S. (Title 17, U.S. Code).  To help you familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use policies, the University encourages you to visit its copyright web page:

http://www.csufresno.edu/library/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/copyrtpolicyfull.pdf 

For copyright Questions & Answers: http://www.csufresno.edu/library/libraryinformation/campus/copyright/faqcopyright.pdf 

Digital Campus. This course contains no web-site. 

Tentative Course Schedule  (Subject to Change)
 “The schedule and procedures for this course are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.”  Following are schedules showing class meeting dates for Fall 2008 Tuesday/ Thursday courses.

Tentative Course Schedule

Fall 2008

Course Content Outline:

1. Introduction: What is religion? Key characteristics of religion Patterns among religions. Multidisciplinary approaches to the study of religion.
2. Indigenous religions.
3. Hinduism 
4. Buddhism
5. Jainism and Sikhism
6. Daoism and Confucianism
7. Shinto
8. Judaism
9. Christianity
10. Islam
11. Alternative Paths

12. The Modern Search

	
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	1
	Tues, Aug 26
	Introduction
	Read Chapter 1

	2
	Thurs,  Aug 28
	Introduction
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 

	3
	Tues., Sept. 2
	Introduction, Test 1
	Read Chapter 2

	
	Thu, Sep 4
	Indigenous religions
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	4
	Tue, Sep 9
	Indigenous religions
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	5
	Thu, Sep 11
	Indigenous religions, Test 2
	Read Chapter 3

	6
	Tue, Sep 16
	Hinduism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	7
	Thu, Sep 18
	Hinduism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	8
	Tue, Sep 23
	Hinduism, Test 3
	Read Chapter 4

	9
	Thu, Sep 25
	Short film
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	10
	Tue, Sep 30
	Buddhism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	11
	Thu, Oct 2
	Buddhism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	12
	Tue, Oct 7
	Buddhism, Test 4
	Read Chapter 5, Jainism

	13
	Thu, Oct 9
	Short film
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	14
	Tue, Oct 14
	Jainism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	15
	Thu, Oct 16
	Jainism, Test 5
	Read Chapter 5, Sikhism

	16
	Tue, Oct 21
	Sikhism 

First draft of Paper due
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “First draft of Paper due

	17
	Thu, Oct 23
	Sikhism, Test 6
	Read Chapter 6, Daoism

	18
	Tue, Oct 28
	Daoism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	19
	Thu, Oct 30
	Daoism, Test 7
	Read Chapter 6, Confucianism

	20
	Tue, Nov 4
	Confucianism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	21
	Thu, Nov 6
	Confucianism, Test 8
	Read Chapter 7

	22
	Tue, Nov 11
	Short film
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	23
	Thu, Nov 13
	Shinto
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	24
	Tue, Nov 18
	Short film, Test 9
	

	25
	Thu, Nov 20
	Judaism 

Final Draft of Paper Due
	Read Chapter 8 Final Draft of Paper Due

	26
	Tue, Nov 25
	Judaism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	27
	Thu, Nov 27
	Judaism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	28
	Tue, Dec 2
	Judaism
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	29
	Thu, Dec 6
	Short film, Test 10
	Read Chapter 9

	30
	Tue, Dec 9
	Christianity
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	31
	Thu, Oct 16
	Christianity
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	32
	Tue, Oct 21
	Christianity
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	
	Thu, Oct 23
	Christianity
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	33
	Tue, Oct 28
	Short film, Test 11
	Read Chapter 10

	34
	Thu, Oct 30
	Islam
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	35
	Tue, Nov 4
	Islam
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	
	Thu, Nov 6
	Islam
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	
	Tue, Nov 11
	HOLIDAY – Veteran’s Day
	

	36
	Thu, Nov 13
	Short film, Test 12
	Read Chapter 11

	37
	Tue, Nov 18
	Alternative Paths
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	38
	Thu, Nov 20
	Alternative Paths
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	39
	Tue, Nov 25
	Alternative Paths, Teat 13
	Read Chapter 12

	40
	Thu, Nov 27
	HOLIDAY – Thanksgiving Recess
	

	41
	Tue, Dec 2
	The Modern Search
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	42
	Thu, Dec 6
	The Modern Search
	“ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “

	43
	Tue, Dec 9
	Test 14, Q&A
	


 

	Final Exam Preparation & Faculty Consultation Days: 
	Thursday and Friday 
	Dec 11-12

	Final Semester Examinations 
	Monday-Thursday 
	Dec 15-18

	Final Exam in this course 
	Thursday Dec. 18 
	11:00A 1:00P
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August 18 - 	               	Fall Semester Begins


August 25 - 	               	Instruction Begins


September 1 -             	Labor Day Holiday (Campus Closed)


November 11 -	Veterans Day (Campus Closed)


November 26 -           	Thanksgiving Recess Begins (no classes)


November 27 & 28 - 	Thanksgiving Recess (Campus Closed)


December 10 -	Last Day of Instruction


December 11 & 12 - 	Final Exam Preparation & Faculty


		Consultation Days


December 15-18 - 	Final Semester Examinations


December 19 - 	Fall Semester Ends
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